
 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome the historic and timely 
initiative of convening the first-ever Pakistan-EU Business Forum, 
being hosted in Islamabad, on April 28-29, 2026.  

Pakistan attaches high importance to its longstanding relations 
with the European Union, built on mutual respect and economic 
cooperation. Economic and trade ties are one of the key feature 
of the Pakistan-EU multi-dimensional relationship.  

GSP Plus has yielded mutual benefits and continues to serve as 
a cornerstone of our economic partnership. Furthermore, 
imports of textile and apparel sector from Pakistan to EU cater for 
the consumer market providing them with uninterrupted supply 
of affordable goods through this arrangement.  

With a combined population of nearly 700 million across both 
Pakistan and the European Union, there is tremendous potential 
to scale up the quantum of trade and investment.  

Through hard work, untiring efforts and strict fiscal discipline, the 
current Government has been able to successfully ensure 
macroeconomic stabilization of Pakistan’s economy. Deep-
rooted structural reforms have improved our macro-economic 
indicators and placed the economy on a sustainable growth 
trajectory.  

We are creating a more predictable and attractive environment for international investors.  

I believe there exists significant potential to further expand European investment in Pakistan, 
particularly in sectors that offer mutually beneficial opportunities, including Agriculture and Food 
Processing, Minerals, Information Technology, Advanced Manufacturing and Infrastructure 
Development. Other sectors, including the blue economy and aviation sector also present untapped 
potential.  

Privatization of state-owned enterprises (SOEs) offers yet another attractive avenue for European 
investment, with the Government fully committed to ensure a transparent, competitive, and investor-
friendly process.  

We deeply value the growing engagement between Pakistan and the European Investment Bank (EIB), 
which is emerging as a critical partner in resilient infrastructure, sustainable development, and climate 
adaptation.  

Pakistan has a young population, nearly 60% of whom are below 30 years of age. This talented and 
dynamic workforce, combined with the Government’s commitment to reforms and facilitation of foreign 
investors, offers strong prospects for developing partnerships with European companies.  

Our Special Economic Zones (SEZs) provide competitive incentives and connectivity to global markets 
through Pakistan’s strategic location, at the crossroads of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. 
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Pakistan’s unique geography further enhances its attractiveness by offering significant trade, transit, 
and investment opportunities.  

The Ministry of Commerce, the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) and other relevant 
Departments are working in tandem to provide a streamlined and coordinated platform to facilitate and 
fast-track foreign investment.  

The Pakistan-EU Business Forum provides the ideal platform to move from “dialogue to deal-making”. I 
invite European businesses to join us in Islamabad for this Forum to witness firsthand, the true potential 
of Pakistan’s market.  

By working together, we can build an enduring, mutually beneficial, economic partnership that delivers 
shared growth and prosperity for Pakistan and the EU, for generations to come.  

Pakistan is open for business and we look forward to welcome you in Islamabad soon.  

Thank you 


