





EU-Kenya Business Forum 2025
Concept Note for Session on Innovative Financing and Fintech

	Event Title
	Roundtable Session V: Innovative Financing and Fintech - Unlocking investments in digital trade infrastructure and SMEs

	Date & Time
	12th May 2025
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: 2.30pm - 4.00pm

	Duration
	1hr 30min

	Venue/ Room
	Ole Sereni (meeting room TBC)

	Facilitator
	Jacqueline Jumah - Director of Advocacy & Capacity Development, AfricaNenda Foundation

	Key experts
	· TBC

	Session Objectives
	· Provide an opportunity to discuss how to advance the scaling of innovative business models between EU and Kenya
· Share information on how facilities such as innovation hubs, incubators and
experimentation facilities help startups get off the ground
· Consult on the challenges and opportunities of funding Kenya’s fintech space

	Background & Rationale
	Kenya has in the recent past emerged as a hub for fintech innovation by virtue of her dynamic and rapidly evolving landscape. The advancements in mobile technology and a conducive regulatory environment have seen the digital sector experience exponential growth, overhauling the way financial services are accessed and delivered across the country.
Building on the success of M-Pesa, a wide range of fintech startups and innovators have emerged, offering innovative solutions to address various financial needs and challenges faced by individuals and businesses in Kenya.
Despite this remarkable progress, there is still a lot of room to grow our fintech sector. This means re-examining the Integration of Advanced Technologies; Increased Regulatory Scrutiny and Limited Access to Capital.
This session will address the above highlighted issues by taking a 3600 review of the
whole fintech ecosystem in Kenya and the EU.



Page 2


	Agenda and Structure
	· Roundtable Format
· A ‘setting the scene’ presentation by European Investment Bank
· Participants to react/engage, ask questions and share ideas on the topic for each topic discussed
· Contributions from 2 sector expert to guide on the organic discussions in the room and respond to questions
Topic: Impact Investing and Venture Capital for Kenyan Digital Startups: Leveraging existing EU-Kenya Trade Relations
The topic explores the role of impact investing and venture capital in supporting the growth of high-potential Kenyan startups in the digital trade sector. It will discuss how these financing mechanisms can provide crucial funding for startups to develop innovative technologies, expand their market reach, and contribute to economic growth in Kenya.

Key Discussion Points:
· How Startups are leveraging advanced technologies to give them a competitive edge
· Challenges and Opportunities for impact investors and venture capitalists in the Kenyan digital technology sector.
· Role of Government Policy in creating an enabling environment for impact investing and venture capital, such as through tax incentives, regulatory frameworks, and support for innovation hubs.
· Collaboration and Partnerships by Building strong investor-startup relationships including mentorship programs, networking events, and knowledge sharing initiatives.
· Measuring Impact: Discuss how to effectively measure the social and economic impact
of investments in Kenyan digital startups.

	Expected Outcomes
	· Highlight the opportunities for partnerships between Kenyan and EU companies
· Define the barriers to accessing of capital by Fintechs
· Identify opportunities for increased funding to the Fintech sector in Kenya
· Encourage knowledge sharing for the adoption and scaling of digital innovation

	Target Audience
	· DFIs
· Development partners
· Impact Investors/Venture Capital (Funds
· Kenya Startups
· Regulators
· Academia/Researchers
· Financial Institutions
· Incubators and Accelerators
· Tech Oriented Media
· Association of Fintechs in Kenya
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