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Detailed program




08.00 Accreditation and Welcoming

08.45 Opening Ceremony

Myriam Ferran
Deputy Director General for International Partnerships
European Commission

See biography

Maros Seféovi¢

Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security
Interinstitutional Relations and Transparency
European Commission

See biography

His Excellency Santiago Peia
President of the Republic of Paraguay

See biography

09.30 Introduction to the forum and matchmaking

09.45 Keynote speeches

Samuel Acosta
Event host

’ See biography

Javier Garcia de Viedma
Ambassador
Delegation of the European Union to Paraguay

See biography
Javier Giménez

Minister
Ministry of Industry and Commerce

See biography

Vanessa Mock
Head of the Trade Section for Paraguay and Uruguay
Delegation of the European Union

v See biography

10.30  Coffee break and networking



https://commission.europa.eu/persons/myriam-ferran_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about/organisation/college-commissioners/maros-sefcovic_en
https://www.presidencia.gov.py/el-presidente
https://py.linkedin.com/in/samuel-acosta-3a0a416a
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanessa-mock-3926a22/
https://www.mic.gov.py/mic/autoridades/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/paraguay/about-ambassador_en
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Manuel Jiménez Gaona
President, Paraguayan Federation of Timber Producers (FEPAMA)

Agricultural Engineer and CEO of BRICAPAR S.A.E., a leading producer and
exporter of charcoal in Paraguay. With an outstanding track record in the
forestry-industrial sector, he promotes sustainable reforestation projects and
socio-environmental traceability.

He is currently president of FEPAMA and the Paraguayan-Israeli Chamber of
Commerce, a member of the board of CAPEX, and trustee of the UGP. He has
represented the Paraguayan forestry sector before multilateral organizations
and international forums, promoting sustainability and responsible trade.

Cristina Goralewski
President, National Forestry Institute (INFONA)

Forest Engineer and President of the National Forestry Institute since August
2018. Specialist in Yerba Mate Production and Master's candidate in Agribusi-
ness Management. She has been a member of the boards of directors of the
Paraguayan Federation of Timber Producers, the Paraguayan Young Industria-
lists' Union, and the Paraguayan Yerba Mate Center.

In the private sector, she has worked in the areas of reforestation, prefabricated
wooden housing, and yerba mate production. She has coordinated numerous
conferences, seminars, talks, and field days on the application of new techno-
logies in yerba mate production and harvesting, as well as in forest manage-
ment. In 2022, she received the “Medal of Honor for Merit” from the Paraguayan
Volunteer Fire Department.
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Hannele Arvonen
Executive Director, SilviPar AB

Directora Ejecutiva de SilviPar AB, cuenta con mas de 30 afios de experiencia
en el sector forestal, principalmente en paises ndrdicos. SilviPar AB gestiona la
cartera del Fondo Forestal de Impacto de Sudamérica. Hannele ocupé puestos
de direccidén ejecutiva en cuatro empresas forestales e industriales forestales
suecas.

Actualmente, preside los consejos de Silvestica y de Collective Crunch. Es
miembro del consejo de administracién de A.Ahlstrom Oy, PlantVation AB, y de
Svensk Husproduktion AB. Tiene una maestria en Ciencias Forestales, un MBA
Ejecutivo y una licenciatura en Relaciones Internacionales. Es miembro de la Real
Academia Sueca de Ciencias de la Ingenieria (IVA) y de la Real Academia Sueca de
Agricultura y Silvicultura (KSLA).

Per Olofsson
Co-founder and member of the Board of Directors, Paracel

Swedish industrial engineer with 30 years of experience in industrial business
development. Over the past 25 years he has focused on sustainable business.
He has been living in Paraguay for 4 years and leads the work of the board of
directors of the cellulose forestry company Paracel.

Gabriela Viiales
Director, Investancia

Environmental engineer with a master's degree of Science in Natural Resource
Management and Environmental Territory Management. Since 2015, she has
played key roles in projects that promote conservation and sustainability practi-
ces. As director of Investancia and Quadriz Paraguay, she has led the conserva-
tion of 32,000 hectares of native forest in the Paraguayan Chaco with VCS and
CCBS certification from VERRA, and the management of the largest nursery in
the Paraguayan Chaco, with a production capacity for 7 million trees per year,
and the start and maintaining of large-scale forest plantations with a global goal
of 120,000 hectares of reforestation.

12.00 Lunch break — networking
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Miguel Varela
Head of Cooperation, European Union Delegation in Paraguay

Industrial Engineer and Economist. He has held various positions in the EU
Delegations in El Salvador and Angola, as well as at the European Commission
headquarters in Brussels, in the Spanish civil service, and as an engineer at
Philips Medical Systems.

Felix Sosa
President, National Electricity Administration (ANDE)

President of ANDE (National Electricity Administration) and Member of the
Board of Directors of the Itaipu Binational Entity. He holds a degree in Electrical
Engineering from the Federal University of Ceara, Brazil, and a Master's degree in
Business Administration in the Electricity Sector from the Getulio Vargas Founda-
tion, Brazil. Mr. Sosa has been with ANDE since 1996, where he held several
positions before becoming president.

James Spalding
President, ATOME Paraguay S.A.

James Spalding holds a master's degree in economics with a specialization
in economic development from Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA, and a
bachelor's degree in economics from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
USA. Since September 2021, he has been president of Atome Paraguay and
director of Atome PLC.

He was general director of Paraguay for the Itaipu Binacional hydroelectric dam
(2013-2018), and among other relevant positions in the public sector, he served
as Minister of Finance of Paraguay (2002) and Ambassador of Paraguay to the
United States (2003-2009).
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Fabio Lucantonio
Energy Resources Director, Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy (MOPC)

In his current role, he carries out various activities such as energy forecasting,
energy balance assessments, and the modernization of electricity generation.
Until January 2025, he provided advisory and consulting services to the Energy
Team of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), covering technical,
economic, and financial aspects of programs and projects related to energy
efficiency in public buildings, and sustainable and affordable housing. He
has evaluated alternatives for the production of Grey and Green hydrogen in
Paraguay using different available technologies. In the engineering sector, he
was responsible for the bidding area of Paraguayan companies, handling the
procurement of electrical, mechanical, and electromechanical equipment for 220
kV Electrical Substations and 220 kV High Voltage Transmission Lines.

Marco Diogo
Director of the European Investment Bank (EIB)
Representation in Brazil

Head of the European Investment Bank (EIB) Representation in Brazil, where he
oversees institutional relations, strategic partnerships, and lending operations
for both sovereign and non-sovereign clients. Since May 2023, he has led the
EIB's first permanent representation in Brazil, deepening the EIB's engagement
with public and private sector partners. Under his leadership, the EIB continues
to expand its footprint in Latin America's largest economy, which has been a key
partner since 1997 and is the region’s largest beneficiary of EIB financing, with a
financed portfolio of over €5.7 billion. Previously, he managed a global portfolio
of project finance operations at the EIB, focusing on energy and environment,
health and education, and infrastructure sectors.

15.00 Coffee break and networking
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Raul Valdez
Logistics Expert

Paraguayan executive with over 20 years of experience in logistics, transportation,
and international trade. He is currently Director of Logistics at ADM Paraguay and
Naviera Chaco, leading land, river, and port operations on the Paraguay-Parana
waterway. He holds an MBA from the University of Chile and chairs key organi-
zations such as CAPPRO (Paraguayan Chamber of Oilseed and Grain Processors).
He is also Vice President of CAFYM (Center for River and Maritime Shipowners)
and an active member of national and regional transportation and integration
entities.

PANELISTS

Esteban Dos Santos
Director, Navemar S.A.

Executive Director of Navemar S.A. he holds management positions in several
companies in the logistics and river transport sector, such as Terport, Paramar,
Compercon, Dosa, and Paranave, with more than 20 years of experience in
transport and trade. He has presided over the Center for River and Maritime
Shipowners (CAFYM) and is an active member of the National Chamber of
Commerce and FEPRINCO. He has trained at institutions such as the Kellogg
School of Management and Lloyd's Maritime Academy, specializing in maritime
administration, shipping finance, and river transport.

Fernando Berzosa
General Manager, Bolt in Paraguay

Aeronautical engineer with more than 16 years of experience in the transporta-
tion sector. He has led strategic projects in airlines and airports for companies
such as Deloitte, ALG (Indra Group), and Iberia Express. He joined Bolt three
years ago, where he has worked in strategy and operations in Southern Europe
and currently leads the expansion in Paraguay as General Manager. His work
focuses on promoting sustainable mobility solutions adapted to the challenges
of the Paraguayan market.
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Facundo Salinas
President, Paraguayan Railways (FEPASA)

Graduate in Law from the Catholic University of Asuncién and Master's Degree
in Law from the University of Barcelona. Specialist in public-private partners-
hips, with executive training in economic development, strategic leadership, and
infrastructure from Harvard University.

Throughout his career, he has held various management positions and is
currently the President of Paraguayan Railways (FEPASA). In addition, he is a
university professor, a speaker at national and international forums on public
investment and sustainable development and has published works on public-pri-
vate partnerships in Paraguay.

Ernesto Garberoglio
Chief Executive Officer, Alstom Argentina

He holds a degree in Business Administration from the University of Buenos
Aires and an MBA from the University of Deusto in Bilbao, Spain. He has been
with Alstom since 1997 and has held positions in Finance in Argentina, Brazil,
and Venezuela in the T&D, Power, and Transportation sectors. He took over as
Country Manager in Argentina in 2010, later adding Business Development in
Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia.

17.15 Transfer to the cocktail

18.00 Cocktail reception

11:00 a 16:45 Matchmaking meetings ﬁ'?rﬁ




08.00 Accreditation and Welcoming
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Javier Viveros
Vice Minister, Investment and Export Network (REDIEX),
Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MIC)

He holds a degree in Business Administration from the Universidad Americana
Paraguay and has executive training from the Haas School of Business at the
University of California, Berkeley. He has over 20 years of experience in team
management in corporate environments. He is the Director of Grupo Evodia, a
firm that uses technology and innovation to develop innovative solutions that
help people improve their lives and reach their full potential. He served as CEO
of Inpaco S.A. and Innovaly. He was President of UIP Joven and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Industrial Union of Paraguay. He was part of the board
of directors of Icontech S.A., a firm dedicated to the development of structured
cabling and fiber optic network projects.

Myriam Ferran
Deputy Director-General, Directorate-General for International
Partnerships, European Commission

Since 2021, she has been Deputy Director-General of the European Commission's
Directorate-General for International Partnerships. She oversees the geographi-
cal directorates covering Latin America and the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa,
and Asia and the Pacific regions. She began her professional career in the French
civil service and was a member of cabinet in the French government. She then
joined the European Commission in 2001 and held various positions in the
Directorate-General for Enlargement and the Directorate-General for Transport
and Energy, and then was part of the Cabinet of the European Commissioner for
Enlargement. She worked as Head of Unit responsible for relations with Iceland,
Serbia, and Turkey in the DG for Enlargement, and was Director responsible for
the EU's Neighborhood and Enlargement Strategy and Turkey.

Catherine Alonso
Environmental Services Director, Ministry of Environment and
Sustainable Development (MADES)

She is a lawyer specializing in "Environmental Impact Assessment and Environ-
mental Risk Management" and "Government Auditing and Environmental Monito-
ring." She has a distinguished career in the public sector, holding key roles in
legal advice, biodiversity, and the implementation of Law 3001/06. She currently
serves as Director of the Environmental Services at the Ministry of Environment
and Sustainable Development (MADES). She leads strategic initiatives that contri-
bute to conservation, biodiversity, and sustainability. She represented Paraguay
through MADES before the OAS. Additionally, she supports Indigenous Communi-
ties in adhering their territory to the RSA, duly respecting and applying the proces-
ses of Free, Prior, and Informed Consultation and Consent.
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Marco Diogo
Director of the European Investment Bank (EIB)
Representation in Brazil

Head of the European Investment Bank (EIB) Representation in Brazil, where he
oversees institutional relations, strategic partnerships, and lending operations
for both sovereign and non-sovereign clients. Since May 2023, he has led the
EIB's first permanent representation in Brazil, deepening the EIB's engagement
with public and private sector partners. Under his leadership, the EIB continues
to expand its footprint in Latin America's largest economy, which has been a key
partner since 1997 and is the region’s largest beneficiary of EIB financing, with a
financed portfolio of over €5.7 billion. Previously, he managed a global portfolio
of project finance operations at the EIB, focusing on energy and environment,
health and education, and infrastructure sectors.

Stella Guillén
President, Development Finance Agency (AFD)

Economist with a Master's degree in Economics from the Universidad de los
Andes (Colombia). President of the AFD (Financial Development Agency). Prior
to her appointment at the AFD, she led the working team of the Technical Unit
of the Social Cabinet of the Presidency of the Republic. Since 2005, she has held
several positions of responsibility in the Ministry of Finance, such as Director of
Policy and Debt, Director of Economic Studies, and Chief of Staff to the Minister
of Finance. She has conducted research and published on fiscal policy, internatio-
nal trade, the labor market, and social protection.

Felipe Gonzalez
Economy and Planning Viceminister, Ministry of Economy and Finance (MEF)

PhD in Economics from the University of Southampton, Master's in Economics
from Duke University, and Bachelor's degree in Economics from the Universi-
dad Catdlica de Asuncién. Until May 2025, he served as Manager of Economics
at the Ministry of Economy and Finance. Previously, at the Central Bank of
Paraguay, he held various positions, including Director of the External Sector
Statistics Department, Research Economist, and Head of the General Equilibrium
Modeling Division, among others. He also worked as a Research Professor at the
Instituto de Desarrollo and as an Associate Lecturer at the Universidad Catolica
de Asuncién. At the University of Southampton, he taught and worked as a Public
Policy Associate. He has published internationally on topics related to economic
history and macroeconomics.

09.30 Coffee break and networking




EUROPEAN UNION - PARAGUAY | INVESTMENT FORUM 2025 1

INTRODUCTION

Javier Viveros
Vice Minister, Investment and Export Network (REDIEX),
Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MIC)

INVESTMENT PROJECTS PITCHING SESSION:

COMPANY

Forestal Sylvis

PROJECT

Virtuoso Project

PRESENTER

Raul Gauto

Tecnoforestal Green Alliance Fabian Molinas
Atenil Chaco Alive ARR Kiantar Betancourt
Silvipar SAIFF II Hannele Arvonen
ATL Green Log Marcos Vieira
Wembé Wembé Circular Francesco Russo

Forestal Felber

Investment in Felber Forestry

Carsten Felber

Raizes

Prosperity Project

José Rockenbach

Efisa

RCS Project: Reforestation, Carbon,
and Sustainability

Romano Diel

Investancia

Impact Reforestation in the Chaco

Adriano Freitas

Gesa Holding

GESA Solar Energy

Christian Meyer

Via Magna Pannoniae kft

Green OHM

Adél Marjai

Teclim Efficient Buildings Fabian Lopez
Heliotec Technology Manufacturing Hub Pablo Zuccolillo
HY2GEN Duncan Project Carlos Mateo Balmelli

12.00 Lunch break — networking
. . (™
13.002 16.00 Matchmaking meetings ﬁﬂ-rﬁ

16.30  Conclusions and Matchmaking awards
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