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EU-PACIFIC BUSINESS FORUM
Nadi, Fiji - 4-5 September 2025

UNLOCKING EU-PACIFIC TRADE
Making The EU-Pacific interim Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) Work for Mutual Benefit

Date/Time: Friday, 5 September 2025, 9:00-11:00
Room: Sofitel Denarau Island, Ballroom 1 & 2

Session Concept Note
Background

The interim Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the European Union (EU) and the
Pacific States provides significant opportunities to deepen trade ties and promote inclusive,
sustainable economic development. The EPA strengthens trade relationships by offering full tariff-free
and quota-free access for goods from Pacific countries to the EU single market, supporting regional
integration and economic resilience.

Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa and the Solomon Islands are parties to the EPA, which remains open
to accession by all Pacific States. Positive steps are being made toward the accession of Niue, Tonga,
and Tuvalu, and Vanuatu may finalise its accession by the end of 2025. The Federated State of
Micronesia, the Republic of Marshall Islands and Timor-Leste are at an early stage of accession to the
EPA, making this EPA a truly regional one — with no less than 11 countries in total once these
processes are completed.

The EPA has demonstrably created notable growth in exports of Pacific countries, boosting economic
expansion, entrepreneurship and job creation. For instance, between 2014 and 2023, Papua New
Guinea increased its exports to the EU from €633 million to €888 million. Over the same period, Fiji’s
exports to EU rose from €24 million to €65 million, the Solomon Islands from €42 million to €99 million,
and Samoa from €0.39 million to €0.69 million. During the same period, the trade balance between
the EU and the EPA Pacific countries rose from a surplus of €487,000 to €867,000 in favour of the
Pacific, reflecting a growing trade surplus and stronger export performance by the region. Trade
performance under the EPA stands in contrast to the broader trend across the Pacific, where many
countries continue to experience persistent trade deficits. The average trade deficit in goods and
services among Pacific Island small states reached 32% of GDP in 2022, up from 13% in 2017.

Trade under the EPA also presents untapped potential for sustainable and inclusive development.
Export earnings can help Pacific governments invest in climate resilience and environmental
protection, particularly as the region confronts significant threats such as climate change, biodiversity
loss, land degradation, and ocean acidification. Compliance with EU environmental and social
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standards, such as the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) and the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive, can not only enhance trade competitiveness and attract investments but also improve their
environmental governance and promote sustainable economic growth. Pacific Island Countries (PICs)
could indeed develop niche markets in the EU through origin-linked or organic products. These
standards represent new market opportunities, as they can help move the region toward more value-
addition and environmentally friendly trade and green policies, as well as green and circular production.

Additionally, inclusive trade policies can play a vital role in addressing challenges faced by some
entrepreneurs, especially women, youth, and Indigenous communities. Women, in particular, often
encounter social norms, mobility restrictions, and unequal access to finance, land, and technology.
They are underrepresented in global supply chains and tend to work in vulnerable, low-skilled, or
informal employment. Indigenous producers, while rich in traditional knowledge and sustainable
practices, often lack market access and visibility. Trade, when designed to be inclusive, can serve as
a powerful lever for empowerment, expanding access to markets, improving working conditions, and
creating pathways to higher-value sectors.

This roundtable will explore how the EPA can serve as a vehicle for transformative trade - boosting
exports, promoting value addition, advancing green and sustainable practices, and ensuring greater
inclusion across Pacific societies.

Topics Driving the Panel Conversation

1. Unlocking the Full Potential of the EPA
How can PICs take greater advantage of the EPA to strengthen trade relations with the EU?
What practical steps, such as improved infrastructure, regulatory harmonization, and private
sector engagement, can help unlock untapped export potential and turn existing trade flows
into long-term economic gains for both regions?

2. Investment for Value Addition
What types of support and investment are needed to enable Pacific exporters to add value to
their products and meet EU market standards? How can the region enhance its
competitiveness and maximize local economic benefits?

3. Making Trade More Green and Sustainable - Compliance with EU Standards: Challenge
or Opportunity?
How can PICs build capacity to comply with EU regulations such as the EUDR and other
sustainability standards? What role can partnerships, technology, and knowledge-sharing play
in turning compliance into a competitive advantage?

4. Making Trade More Inclusive for Women, Youth, and Indigenous Communities
What are the key barriers preventing women, youth, and Indigenous producers from fully
participating in EPA-enabled trade? How can inclusive trade policies and targeted support
foster economic empowerment and fairer access to regional and international trade?
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Speakers
Presentation:

Ms Cristina Miranda Gozalvez, Head of Unit, African and Pacific, Overseas Countries and Territories,
Directorate-General for Trade (DG Trade), European Commission (online)

Moderator:

Ms Sylvie Bétemps Cochin, Chief, Office for Asia and the Pacific, International Trade Centre (ITC)

Speakers:

o H.E. Mr Joseph Ma’ahanua, Solomon Islands High Commissioner to the Republic of Fiji

e Dr Johannes Hahn, Special Emissary for the Austrian Government, Former EU
Commissioner (2010-2024)

¢ Ms Cristina Miranda Gozalvez, Head of Unit, African and Pacific, Overseas Countries and
Territories, Directorate-General for Trade (DG Trade), European Commission (online)

¢ Mr Raymond Yee, Vice President, Customs Compliance & Regulatory Affairs, DHL Express

e Ms Jodie Stewart, Trade Commissioner, Pacific Trade Invest (PTI) Europe

e Ms Debra Sadranu, Managing Director, Nama Fiji
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Biographies

H.E. Mr Joseph Ma’ahanua, Solomon Islands High Commissioner to the Republic of Fiji

H.E. Mr. Joseph Ma’ahanua has served in the capacity of Trade Commissioner since 2017. Prior
to that, he served as Deputy Secretary (Trade and Multilateral) as well as Acting Permanent
Secretary for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and External Trade between 2015 and early 2017.

In a long career as a civil servant and diplomat, H.E. Mr. Joseph Ma’ahanua has held various
roles and responsibilities both at Headquarters and in overseas Missions. He has served in
Missions and at Headquarters dealing with political, socio-economic, development, and
multilateral diplomacy-related issues. He was involved in the negotiation of the Cotonou
Agreement with the EU and is currently leading Solomon Islands in the process of negotiating a
Post-Cotonou Agreement. H.E. Mr. Joseph Ma’ahanua also led Solomon Islands teams that
participated in numerous trade agreements, including PACER Plus, the EU—-Pacific Interim EPA,
the UK—Pacific iEPA, and MSG Trade Agreement reviews. He served as the Lead Spokesperson
for Pacific Island Countries during the PACER Plus negotiations. He has substantial experience
in managing Solomon Islands’ cooperation and relations with the EU under the Cotonou
Agreement and has overseen Solomon Islands’ engagement within the Commonwealth family of
nations. Earlier in his career, he also gained experience in management through a brief period of
work with the Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, as well as the Public Service.
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Dr Johannes Hahn, Special Emissary for the Austrian Government, Former EU
Commissioner (2010-2024)

Dr. Johannes Hahn (born 2 December 1957) is an Austrian politician from the conservative
Austrian People’s Party and currently serves, among other roles, as a Special Emissary for the
Austrian Government with a focus on the Pacific region. From 2010-2024, he served a total of 3
terms as European Commissioner, covering first the Regional Policy portfolio, then European
Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement and, in his last role, Budget and Administration. Before
his work in the European Commission, Dr. Hahn served as Austrian Federal Minister of Science
and Research from 2007-2010 after several decades in national and state level politics. Dr. Hahn
holds a doctorate in philosophy from the University of Vienna. He is married and has one son.

Ms Cristina Miranda Gozalvez, Head of Unit, African and Pacific, Overseas Countries and
Territories, Directorate-General for Trade (DG Trade), European Commission
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Ms Cristina Miranda Gozalvez currently works at the European Commission, in the Directorate
General (DG) for TRADE as Head of Unit in charge of “African, Caribbean and Pacific, Overseas
Countries and Territories”. She was previously Deputy Head of Unit "Global issues and relations
with ACP countries" in DG Agriculture and Rural Development. Ms Cristina Miranda Gozéalvez is

agriculture engineer, specialised in agricultural economy and rural sociology, from the University
of Cordoba (Spain), with complementary internship education in two EU universities: Institut
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National Agronomique de Paris-Grignon INA (France) and the Faculty of Bioscience Engineering
of the University of Ghent (Belgium). She has a master on “European Communities” by the
Diplomatic School of Madrid (Spain).

Mr Raymond Yee, Vice President, Customs Compliance & Regulatory Affairs, DHL Express
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CusTOMms INSIGHT:

Raymond is currently the Vice President for Customs and Regulatory Affairs for DHL Express
covering Asia Pacific excluding China. His role includes working with governments, particularly
Customs and Trade agencies on various reform and modernization programs and enhancing
partnerships between DHL Express and Customs administrations from across the region. He has
over 25 years’ experience dealing with Customs and Trade issues covering both public and
private sectors dealing with all aspects of this area. His first role involved setting up the ASEAN
Free Trade Area in the ASEAN Secretariat in 1994 as well as managing customs cooperation and
trade facilitation issues in ASEAN as the Secretariat’'s Assistant Director for Trade Facilitation. He
subsequently worked as a customs and trade consultant in various consulting companies
including PricewaterhouseCoopers and Ernst & Young. Prior to joining DHL, he headed indirect
tax issues for Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa for an international tobacco company. He is
active in the EU-ASEAN Business Council Working Group on Trade Facilitation and member of
World Customs Organisation (WCOQO) Private Sector Consultative Group (Asia Pacific). His areas
of expertise include trade facilitation and policy making, trade negotiations, customs simplification,
customs valuation, tax and logistics supply chain efficiency, free trade areas and their rules and
requirements, WTO and WCO issues. Raymond graduated with a Bachelor’s in Economics from
Cambridge University and a Masters in Economic Development (specializing in ASEAN Trade)
from Oxford University.
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Ms Jodie Stewart, Trade Commissioner, Pacific Trade Invest (PTI) Europe
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Ms. Jodie Stewart is Trade Commissioner Europe, Pacific Trade Invest (PTI) Group of the Pacific
Islands Forum since March 2021 and based at the Permanent Delegation of the Pacific Islands
Forum in Geneva, Switzerland.

Jodie is an Australian national who held the position of Export Service Manager at Pacific Trade
Invest Australia before her appointment as Trade Commissioner Europe.

Her responsibilities as Trade Commissioner Europe entail executing business strategies with the
objectives of identifying and sourcing export opportunities for suitable Pacific Island businesses.

After completing University, Jodie forged a successful career in hotel sales and marketing before
co-founding an ethical health focused supermarket business which she ran with her sister for 23
years. Understanding first-hand the challenges faced by small and medium businesses she has
been drawn to the resilience and entrepreneurial spirit of Pacific Island business owners.

Ms Debra Sadranu, Managing Director, Nama Fiji

Debra Sadranu moved to Fiji in the 1990s and established Spa Academy Fiji, a CIDESCO
International accredited Institute. Her company expanded to Spa Operations & Consultancy,
along with manufacturing skincare products sold locally and exported Internationally. Debra’s
passion and business model is centred around impacting the livelihood of women in Fiji and
supporting local economic development goals. Being mission driven she has built the world’s first
sustainable Nama harvesting program alongside the Australian Government; Market
Development Facility. She is an advocate for Fiji Made and being environmentally and ethically
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responsible. Her contribution to the betterment of Fiji is evident with the many roles she has played
on various boards. Debra was Past Chair Special Administrator of the Nadi & Sigatoka Town
Council, Past Chair Special Administrator of the Lautoka & Ba Town Council, Past Board Member
of Softa, Past Board Member of Film Fiji, Past President of Skal Fiji, President of the South Pacific
Association of Beauty Therapy Fiji, and Chair of the Board of Trustees; Fiji Excellence in Tourism
Awards.

Ms Sylvie Bétemps Cochin, Chief, Office for Asia and the Pacific, International Trade Centre
(ITC)

Sylvie Bétemps Cochin is an international trade expert with over 20 years of experience in
development cooperation, trade-related technical assistance in Asia and Africa, as well as South-
South cooperation. As the Chief of the Asia and the Pacific Office at the International Trade Centre
(ITC), United Nations, Sylvie leads initiatives focusing on promoting private sector
competitiveness, particularly for small, and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and supporting
inclusive and sustainable economic growth across the region.

Fostering partnership building and fundraising, Sylvie has collaborated closely with policymakers
and business support institutions to achieve impactful outcomes for the benefit of the private
sector. Her expertise spans a diverse range of countries in Asia, where she has successfully led
the design and management of multi-disciplinary trade projects. As part of her prior
responsibilities, Sylvie worked in trade and market analysis, institution strengthening, regional
integration, and leading business networking initiatives. Sylvie holds a Master's degree from the
Institute of Political Studies in France.
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