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COMMISSION DECISION

0f 10.9.2020

on the financing of the Annual Action Programme 2020 in favour of the Republic of

Ghana

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU),

Having regard to Council Regulation (EU) 2015/322 of 2 March 2015 on the implementation
of the 11™ European Development Fund®, and in particular Article 9(1) thereof,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EU) 2018/1877 of 26 November 2018 on the financial
regulation applicable to the 11" European Development Fund (EDF), and repealing
Regulation (EU) 2015/3237, and in particular Article 24 thereof,

Whereas:

(1)

)
3)

(4)

In order to ensure the implementation of the Annual Action Programme 2020 in
favour of the Republic of Ghana, it is necessary to adopt a financing decision. Article
110 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046°, applicable in accordance with Article
24(2) of Regulation (EU) 2018 /1877, establishes detailed rules on financing
decisions.

The envisaged assistance is to comply with the conditions and procedures set out by
the restrictive measures adopted pursuant to Article 215 TFEU*,

The Commission has adopted the National Indicative Programme (NIP) for Ghana for
the period 2014-2020°, which sets out the following priorities: governance: public
sector management and accountability, productive investment for agriculture in the
savannah ecological zones, employment and social protection, measures in favour of
civil society and support measures.

The objectives pursued by the Annual Action Programme to be financed under the 11"
EDF Internal Agreement® (the ‘Internal Agreement’) are to better equip key
government and non-government actors in their joint and coordinated efforts to sustain
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Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on
the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No
1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU)
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Commission Decision C(2014)3660 of 12.6.2014 on the adoption of the National Indicative Programme
between the European Union and Ghana.

Internal Agreement between the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States of the European Union,
meeting within the Council, on the financing of European Union aid under the multiannual financial framework for
the period 2014 to 2020, in accordance with the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, and on the allocation of financial
assistance for the Overseas Countries and Territories to which Part Four of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union applies, OJ L 210, 6.8.2013, p. 1.
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(6)
(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

peace; to prevent pre- and post- electoral violence, also against women and girls and to
contain the rise of violent extremism through enhancing their capacities in early
warning, conflict resolution, countering terrorism and fight against transnational
organised crime, with respect to rule of law and human rights.

The action entitled ‘Preventing Electoral Violence and Providing Security to the
Northern Border Regions of Ghana (NORPREVSEC) Programme’ will finance the
following actions (non-exhaustive list): conduct joint civic education and awareness-
raising campaigns on threats of pre-electoral violence in Northern Ghana; organise
Inter-Party Dialogue Committee meetings on peace, tolerance and armed violence;
organise sensitisation campaigns at tertiary education institutions; strengthen
intelligence-gathering capacities of the counter terrorist units under regional
commands of Ghana’s police service; capacity building for the alternative dispute
resolution and enhance the mediation and prevention capacities of regional peace
councils.

Pursuant to Article 15 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1877, indirect management is to be
used for the implementation of the programme.

The Commission is to ensure a level of protection of the financial interests of the
Union with regards to entities and persons entrusted with the implementation of Union
funds by indirect management as provided for in Article 154(3) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in accordance with Article 30(1) of Regulation (EU)
2018/1877.

To this end, such entities and persons are to be subject to an assessment of their
systems and procedures in accordance with Article 154(4) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in accordance with Article 30(1) of Regulation (EU)
2018/1877, and, if necessary, to appropriate supervisory measures in accordance with
Article 154(5) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in accordance with
Article 30(1) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1877, before a contribution agreement can be
signed.

To this end, the Commission, in accordance with Article 154(6) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in accordance with Article 30(1) of Regulation (EU)
2018/1877, retains the financial management responsibilities laid down in point 5.4.2
of the Annex.

It is necessary to allow for the payment of interest due for late payment on the basis of
Article 116(5) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in accordance with
Articles 24(2) and 25 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1877.

In order to allow for flexibility in the implementation of the programme, it is
appropriate to allow changes which should not be considered substantial for the
purposes of Article 110(5) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046, applicable in
accordance with Article 24(2) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1877.

The measure provided for in this Decision is in accordance with the opinion of the
EDF Committee established under Article 8 of the Internal Agreement.
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1
The programme

The decision on on the financing of the the Annual Action Programme 2020 in favour of the
Republic of Ghana is adopted.

The programme shall include the following action: ‘Preventing Electoral Violence and
Providing Security to the Northern Border Regions of Ghana (NORPREVSEC) Programme’,
set out in the Annex.

Article 2
Union contribution

The maximum Union contribution for the implementation of the programme is set at
EUR 5 900 000, and shall be financed from the 11" European Development Fund.

The appropriations provided for in the first paragraph may also cover interest due for late
payment.

Article 3
Methods of implementation and entrusted entities or persons

The implementation of the actions carried out by way of indirect management, as set out in
the Annex, may be entrusted to the entities or persons referred to or selected in accordance
with the criteria laid down in point 5.4 of the Annex.

Article 4
Flexibility clause

Increases or decreases of up to EUR 10 000 000 not exceeding 20% of the contribution set in
the first paragraph of Article 2, or cumulated changes to the allocations of specific actions not
exceeding 20% of that contribution, as well as extensions of the implementation period, shall
not be considered substantial for the purposes of Article 110(5) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
2018/1046, applicable in accordance with Article 24(2) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1877,
provided that these changes do not significantly affect the nature and objectives of the actions.

The use of contingencies shall be taken into account in the ceiling set by this Article.

The authorising officer responsible may apply the changes referred to in the first paragraph,
acting in accordance with the principles of sound financial management and proportionality.

Done at Brussels, 10.9.2020

For the Commission
Jutta URPILAINEN
Member of the Commission
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